Reformation Day (Observed)
October 28-29, 2017
On October 31, 1517 (500 years ago), a University Professor
posted 95 Theses on the doors of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg Germany. He questioned the teaching of the
church of his day regarding how a person could be saved from
their sins. His study of God’s Word brought him to the
realization that we are saved by God’s Grace, not by our works.
Salvation is a gift from God because of Jesus. The man was
Martin Luther, and he began a Reformation of the church that
we still celebrate today. Today’s worship service follows the
tradition of Luther’s German Mass of 1526, in which parts of the
liturgy are replaced by hymns. All the hymns used today were
written by Martin Luther.
Hymn

Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord

Stand Confession and Absolution
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
Psalm 46 (antiphon: v.7)

Introit

P God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
C Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the
sea,
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P though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
C There is a river whose streams make glad the city of
God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
P God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
C The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
P The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
C Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
P He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
C “Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”
P The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Hymn

All Glory Be to God Alone
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on
Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and
truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend
us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your
saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
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lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.
Revelation 14:6–7

Sit First Reading
6Then

I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an
eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every
nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a
loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of
his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven
and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Anthem

How Great is Our God

St. Mark’s Adult Choir
Romans 3:19–28

Epistle

19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those

who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped,
and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight,
since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear
witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood,
to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former
sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith
in Jesus.
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27Then

what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By
what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith.
28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of
the law.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
John 8:31–36

Stand Holy Gospel

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
31So

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never
been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will
become free’?”
34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone
who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain
in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Hymn

We All Believe in One True God
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Sit Children's Message
Hymn

Sermon

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
“Here We Stand”
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Romans 3:19-24
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Stand Prayer of the Church

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God
and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely
promised to hear us.
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your
needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy
name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure
and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown
forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine
and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed
and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all
transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the
devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith
that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in
life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things,
that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to
Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we
commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for
them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish
cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against
us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a
good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever
frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your
Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its
ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of
both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer
us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
Sit Offering
While we worship the Lord with our offerings, please write your names
in the fellowship registers, indicating the date and time of the service
you are attending. To help us serve you more effectively, please use the
blanks provided to indicate a change in mailing address, phone numbers
(home, work, cell, fax) or e-mail address(es). Please tear out the sheets
with names on them and let them stick out of the top of the folder so that
the ushers can collect them. Thank you!

Saturday Service continues on Pg. 8 with the Lord’s Prayer.
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
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Stand Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our God,
king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit,
gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of
Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart
the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and
give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to
us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us
from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell.
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His
body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His
salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.
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Lord's Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Saturday Service continues on Pg. 10 with the Benediction.
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His
command, and with His own words, we receive His
testament:
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Hymn

Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old
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Sit Distribution Hymn
Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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Stand Thanksgiving and Post-Communion Collect
O Lord, We Praise Thee
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A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus and Benediction
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Hymn

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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